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2 Pieces on human Life and Man- 
© ners, ſuch as (to uſe uy. Lord © 
SD Bacon's expreſſſon) come home. 


VE to Men's Bufineſs and Boſoms, _ 


7 tags it more ſati factory to begin with _ 
confidering Man in the Abftraff, his Na- 


ture and his State: /ince to prove any 2 


A 2 


PP 
Du, to inforce any moral Precept, or % 
examine the Perfection or Imperfection of a- 


ny Creature whatſoever, it is neceſſary firſt 
t to know what Condition and Relation it is 


placed 


= in, and what is the proper End and 
-* Purpole of its Being. 


The Science of Human Nature is, like all 
other Sciences, reduced to a few, clear Points : 
| There are not many certain Truths in this 
World. Iris therefore in the Anatomy of the 
Mind as in that of the Body; more Good will _ 
accrue to mankind by attending to the large, 

open, and perceptible parts, than by ſtudying 

tod much ſuch finer nerves aud veſſels as will 


s : for ever eſcape our obſervation. - The Diſ- 


putes are all upon theſe laſt, and I will ven- 
ture to ſay, they have leſs ſharpened the 


Wits than the Hearts of Men againſt each 


other, and have diminiſhed the Practice, 
more than advanced the Theory, ,of Morality. 
- 50 T could flatter my ſelf that this Efſay 
bas any Merit, it is in ſteering betwixt 
Do@rines ſeemingly oppoſite, in paſſing over 
Terms utterly unintelligible, and in forming 
but of all à temperate, yet not inconſiſtent, 
and a ſhort, 'yet not imperfect, Hen of 
F | "THF 
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This I might have done in Proſe; tut I 
_ choſe Verſe, and even Rhyme, for two Rea-. 
ſons. The one will appear obvious ;\ that 
Principles, Maxims, or Precepts ſo written, 


bet h ſtrike the Reader more ſtrongly at firſt, = 


and are more eaſily retained. by bim after. 
wards. The other mny Fr odd but js true ; 
1 found I could expreſs them more ſhortly 
this way than in Proſe itſe 4 and nothing 
is more certain than that much of the Farce 
as well as Grace of aw, or Inftruc- 
tion depends on their Conciſenefs. I WAS un- 
able to treat this part of my ſullject more in 
detail, wwithout becoming dry and tedious ; 
or, more poatically, without ſacrificing Per- 
ſpicuity to Ornament, without wandring from 
the Preciſion, or breaking 1 the Chain of Rea- 
ſoning. If any man can unite all theſe, with. 
out diminution of any of them, I freely con- 
feſs he will (ps a thing « above my 7 
city. | 


What is now Pr ſhed, is 4 to 1 con- 
A. dered as a general Map of M a x, mark-. 
ing out no more than the Greater t arts, their 
Extent, their Limits, and their Connexicis, = 
but leaving the Particular to be more fully 
delineated in the Charts which are to follom. 
Conſequently, * e in their * | 
| WI 
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will become leſs dry, and more ſuſceptible of 
f Poetical Ornament. I am here only open- 


ing the Fountains, and clearing the paſſage ; 
To dedace the Rivers, to follow them in their 
Courſe, and to obſerve their re will be 


# fare more ag reeable. 
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Of the Nature and State of Man, 
with reſpect to the Unmerſe. 


F Man in the Aſtract. We 
A F& can judge only with regard to 
& our own Sy/t2m, being ignorant 
of the Relations of Syſtems and 
Things, VER. 17, Cc. to 68. 
Man is not therefore to be deem'd Imperfe(F, a; 
but a Being ſuited to his Place and Rank in 


the 
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5 The CONTENT S. 
the Creation, agreeable to the General Order 
of Things, and conformable to Ends and Re- 
_ lations to him unknown. 69, Cc. It is part- 
| 1y upon this Ignorance of future Events, and 
partly upon the Hope of a Future State, that 
all his Happineſs in the prefent depends, 73, 
Sc. His Pride, in aiming at more K nouledge 
and pretending to more Perfect ion, the cauſe 
i of his Error and Miſery, 109. 119. The 
F- JImpiety of putting himſelf in the place of 
God, and judging of the fitneſs or unfitneſs, - 
perfection or imperfe&ion, juſtice or injuſtice - 
of his diſpenſations, 109 fo mo. The Ab- 
ſurdity of conceiting himſelf the final cauſe 
ol the creation, or expecting that Perfection 
in the moral world which is not in the nata- 
ral, 127 to 164. The Unreaſonableneſs of 
his complaints againſt Providence, while .on 
the one hand he demands the perfections of 
F the Angels, on the other the bodily qualifica- 
tions of the Brutes, 163. That the gift of 
Reaſon alone countervails al the latter, and 
that to poſſeſs any of the ſen/itive faculties in 
a higher degree, would render him miſerable, 
181 to 198. That throughout the whole. 
viſible world, an univerſal Order and grada- 
tian in theſe is oblerv'd, which cauſes a ſub- 
F ordination of creature to creature, and of all 
| creatures to man. The gradations of ſenſe, 
inſtinct, thought, reflection reaſon, 199 to 
224. How much farther this order and mh : 
—_ : | ordi. 
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of Kings. > 
Let Us (ſinte Life can \ lirele'* more 


ſupply 1e 


| Thar juſt to look about us, and to die) 


Ar 


Expatiate free, oer all this Scene of Man, _ 5 
A mighty Maze! but not without a Pla 
A Wild, where weeds and flow'rs promiſcuous ſhoot, 


Or Garden, tempting with forbidden fruit. 3 1 


Together let us beat this ample field, 


Try what the open, what the covert yield; 10 
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The latent tracts or giddy heights explore, 

Of all who blindly creep, or ſightleſs ſoar; 
Eye Nature's walks, ſhoot Folly as it flies, 
And catch the manners living as they riſe; | 
Laugh where we muff, be candid where we can, 15 
But vindicate the Ways of Gop to Man. Heb 


Say firſt, of God — XY or Men below, | 
What can we reaſon, but from what we know ? 
Of Man, what ſee we but his Station here, 
From which to reaſon, or to which refer? 20 
Thro Worlds unnumber'd tho? the God be known, 
Tis ours to trace him, only in our own. 
He who thro' vaſt Immenſity can pierce, 
See worlds on worlds compoſe one Univerſe, | 
Obſerve how Syſtem into Syſtem runs, 2235 
What other Planets, and what other Suns? ” 
What vary'd Being peoples ev'ry Star? 
May tell, u hy Heav'n has made us as we are. 
But of this frame the bearings, and the Ties, 

The ſtrong connections, nice dependencies, 30 


|. Gradations juſt, has thy pervading ſoul 


Look d thro or can a Part contain the Whole ? 


I᷑ che great Chain that draus all to agree, c 
And drawn upper, upheld by God, or thee ? 


1 Pazsvnervov⸗ Man! che Reaſon would 'n thou 2 
v form'd ſo weak fo little and fo blind? 
1. | Firſt, 


EPISTLES: 


Firſt, if thou can'ft, the harder reaſon gueſs, 

Why form'd no weaker, blinder, and no lefs ? 

Ask of thy mother Earth, why Oaks are made 

Taller or ſtronger than the weeds they ſhade? | 

Or ask of yonder argent fields above, 8 
Why Jove's Satellites are leſs than Jove ? 


Or Syſtems poſſible, if tis confeſt 

That Wiſdom infinite muſt form the beft, 

Where all moſt full, or not coherent be, 

And all that riſes, riſe in due degree ;  - 

| Then, in the ſcale of life and ſenſe, tis plain 

There muſt be, ſomewhere, ſuch a rank as Man; 
And all the queſtion (wrangle c'er ſo bn 
Is only this, if God has plac d him wrong ? | 


15 „ Man whatever wrong veel, 
May, muſt be right, as relative to All. 
In human works, though labour d on with with pain”. 
A thouſand movements ſcarce one purpoſe gain; 
In God's, one fingle can its End produce, 55) 
Vet ſerves to ſecond to ſome other Uſe. 
So Man, who here ſcems principal alone, 
Perhaps acts ſecond to a Sphere unknowa, 
Touches ſonic wheel, or verges to ſome gole; ' | 
Tis but a part weſee, and not a whole. „ 


Wix the proud Steed ſhall m why Man 0 
His fiery courſe, or drives him o'er che Plains; 


Wait the great teacher, Death, and God adore ! 
| = Dy What 


„  FEISTLEES. 
When the dull Ox, why now he breaks the cled, 


Now wears a Garland, an Ægyptian God; 
Then ſhall Man's Pride and dulneſs comprehend | 6 F 


| His action's, paſſion s, Uſe and End 
Why doing, ſuff ring, check d, impell4 d; and why J 


This hour a Slave, the next a Deity 2 


Tux ſay not Man's ination l Ghote: 


Say rather, Man's as perfect as he ought ; 70 


His being meaſur d to his State and Place, 


His time a end und a "___ his. nes: 


Hzay N Grade al creatures hides FE book of Fate, 2 


All but the page preſcrib'd, their preſent ſtate,” 


From Brutes what Men, from Men what Spirits know; 
Or who could ſuffer Being here below ? 75 
The Lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to day, 


Had he thy Reaſon, would he skip and play? 


Peas d to the laſt, he crops the flow'ry food, 
And licks the hand juſt rais'd to ſhed his blood. 30 
Oh blindneſs to the future! kindly giv'n, be 71] 


That each may fill the Circle mark d by Heay n, 


Who ſees with equal eye, as God wn ny 


A Hero periſh, or a Sparrow fall, 


Atoms, or Syſtems, into ruin hurts, adit 54508 5 
And now a Bubble burſt, and now a World! Sr. 


Hors humbly then; with trembling pinions ſoar ; 
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ordination of living creatures may extend, | 
above and below us? 225. Were any part 
of this broken, not that part only, but the 
whole connected Creation muſt be deſttoyed. ; 
The extravagance, madneſs, and pride of 


ſuch a defire, 239, &c. Conſequently, the 


abſolute ſubmiſſion due to Providence, both 
as to our preſent and future ſtate, 292, &c. 
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| Of the Nature and State of Man, 
with reſpect to Himſelf as an 
Individual. :”-- + & 


IHE buſineſs of man not to pry into 

Goa, but to ſtudy himſelf. - His Mid- 
ale Nature; his powers and frailties, and 
the Limits of his capacity. VER. 3 to 43. 
His two Principles, SeJf-love and Reaſon, 43. 
both neceſſary, 49. Se/f-love the ſtronger, 
and why? 57. their End the ſame, 71. The 
Paſſions, and their Uſe, 83 to 120. The 


Predominant Paſſion, and its force, 122 to 


150. its neceſſity, in directing men to diffe- 


rent purpoſes, 153, &c. its providential aſe, 


in fixing our principle, and aſcertaining our 


virtue, 
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virtue, 167. Virtue and Vice join'd in our 
mixt nature; the limits near, yet the things 
ſeparate, and evident. What is the office of 
Reaſon? 187, &c. How odious Vice in it- 
ſelf, and how we deceive our ſelves into it, 
209. That however, the Ends of Provi- 
| denge and general Good are anſwer'd in our 
_ Paſſions, and Imperfections, 230, &. How 
uſefully theſe are diſtributed to all Orders of 
men, 233. how uſeful they are to Society, 
241. and to the Individuals, 253. In every 
State, and in every Age of life, 263 to the 
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Of the Nature and State of Man, 
with reſpect to Society. 


T's whole Univerſe one ſyſtem of Ho- 


diet), Ver. 7, &c. Nothing is made 
wholly for itſelf, nor yet wholly for another, 
27 The happineſs of animals mutual, 532. 
Reaſons or Inflin operate alike to the good 
of each individual, 83. 'Reaſon or inftint# 
operate to ſociety, in all animals, rog. How 
far Svcroty carry d by Inftin&, 119. How 


much 


is call'd the State of Nature, 148. Reaſon 


inſtructed by Inſtinct in the invention of 
Arts, 170. and in the Forms of ſociety, 180. 


Origin of political Societies, 199. Origin of 
Monarchy, 221. Patriarchal government, 
216. Origin of true Religion and Govern- 


ment, from the ſame principle, of Love, 235, 


&c. Origin of Superſtition and Tyranny, from 
the ſame principle, of Fear, 24%, &c. The 


influence of Self-Jove operating to the ſocial | : 


and publick good, 269. Reſtoration of true 


W Religion and Government on their firſt prin- 


ciple, 285. Miat Governments, 289. Va- 


rious Forms of each, and the rrue end of all, 


2 &. 8 5 
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Of the Nature and tate of Man, 
with reſpect to Happineſs. 


ers, Ver. 19. That it is the End 


of all men, and attainable by all, 28. God 


governs by general, not particular laws: in- 
tends Happineſs to be equal; and to be ſo it Iii 
muſt be ſocial, ſince all particular happineſs Wo 
depends on general, 35. As it is neceſſary 


tor Order, and the peace and welfare of Socie- 
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much farther by Reaſon, 132. Of that which | 


| pine ill defin'd by the Philoſo- 
g | 
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ty, that External geods ſhould be unequal, 
zppineſs is not made to conſiſt in theſe; 47, 
But, notwithſtanding that inequality, the 
Balance of Happineſs among mankind is kept 
even by Providence, by the two Paſſions of 
Hope and Fear, 66. What the happineſs of 
Tndividuals is? as far as is conſiſtent with 
the conſtitution of this world, 76. That 
the good man has here the advantage, 80. 
The error of imputing to Virtue what are on- 
ly the calamities of Nature, or of Fortune, 9 2. 
The folly of expecting that God ſhould alter 
his General Laws in fayour of particulars, 118. 
That we are not judges who are good? but 
that whoever they are, they mult be happieſt, 
130, &c. That external goods are not the 
proper rewards, often inconſiſtent with, or 
deſtructive of Virtue, 166. But that even 
theſe can make no man happy without Vir- , | , 
tue. Inſtanced in Riches, 176. Honours, | 
184. Birth, 203. Greatneſs, 213. Fame, 
233. Superior talents, 257. with pictures of 
human Infelicity in men poſſeſt of them all, 
275, &c. That VIN TVE oxI y conſtitutes 
a Happineſs, whoſe Object is univerſal 3 11. 
and whole Proſpect eternal, 345. The per- 
fection of which conſiſts in a canformity to 
the Order of Providence, here, and in a reſg- 
nation to it, here and hereafter, 5 34. Gr 
(in other words) in Love of God and Charity 
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to tl men, &c. to the eng. 
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eee 


What future bliſs, be gives not thee to kno 5 


But gives that Hope to be thy bleſſing now. 2 


1 ſprings eternal in the human breaſt 
Man never is, hut always to be bleſt;, 3 
The ſoul uneaſy, and conſin d at home 
Reſts, and expatiates, in a life to cone. 5 = e 


1 


Lol the poor, e whats untutor d'! id” 27 
Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the Wind; 
His ſou}, proud Science never taught to ſtraß 


Far as the Solar walk, or Milky way ; 3 ED os 


* 


Vet ſimple Nature to his Hope has given 
Behind tlie cloud-ropt hill an humbler Lav WH 16⁰ 
Some ſafer world in depth of woods embrac d, 5 ” 

Some happier Iſland in the watry waſte,  _ an 

Where Slaves once more their native land behold,” 


4 


No fiends torment; no Chfiſtians mir for Gold. LES 


* 
75 


"EN 


To be, contents his natural deſire, 2 06 FR: 
He asks no-anget's wing, or Seraph-s fie,” * 8 my 3 
But thinks, admitted to that equal sky, 1 0 = 


This faithful Dog ſhall bear him company. 
Go, wiſer thou! and in thy ſcale of ae . 


Weigh thy Opinion againſt Prbyidence* © cn 


Call imperfection whar thou fancy'f& ſich'; '* © 
Say; here he gives too little, there too much; 


Deſtroy all ereatures for thy ſport or galt, Fa) 5 5 85 


Vet cry, if Man's unhappy, God's unjuſt, 


If Maag alone, engroſs not Heav'ns high cake, 4h 5 


Alene, made perfect here, immortal there; * © © © 
Snatch from his hand the Balance and the Rod, 
Re-judge his Juſtice, Be _ Gop of God! 


18 EPISTLES. 4 
I's reas' ning Pride (my Friend) our error lies; : | 
All quit their ſphere and ruſh into the skies. 120 
pride ſtill is aiming at the bleſt abodes, _ 
Men would be Angels, Angels would be Gods. 
| Aſpiring to be Gods, if Angels fell, 5 
Aſpiring to be Angels, Men rebel! : 
And who but wiſhes to invert the Laws 125 
Of OxDes, ſins againſt th Eternal Cauſe, 


Asx for what 4 the heay'nly Bodies ſhine ? ? 
Earth for whoſe uſe? Pride anſwers, "Tis for mine: 
_«« For me kind Nature wakes her genial pow'r, _ 

« Suckles each herb, and ſpreads out ev'ryflow'r; 130 
« Annual for me the grape, the roſe renew LD 
© The juice nectareous, and the balmy dew; 
« For me the mine a thouſand treaſures brings, 
4 For me health guſhes from a thouſand ſprings ; 
44 Seas roll to waft-me, ſuns to light me riſe, 135 
My footſtool earth, MI y he skies. 1 


But errs not Nature "od this gracious end, 
From burning Suns when livid deaths deſcend, 
When carthquakes ſwallow, and when tempeſts ſweep 
Towns to one grave, and Nations to the a 16 
No (tis reply d) the firſt Almighty Cauſe $$ 
Acts not by partial, but by gen ral Laws; 
« Th' Exceptions few; ſome Change ſince all began; 
« And what ds WEEN then * 45 
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If the great End be human Happineſs, . = of 

And Nature deviates, how can Man do leſs 3 

As much that End a conſtant courſe requires 

Of ſhow'rs and ſunſhine, as of Man's Deſires, 

As much eternal ſprings and cloudleſs skies, | 

As men for ever temp'rate, calm, and wiſe. "150 

If Plagues or Earthquakes break not heay ns defign, ; ; 
Why then a Borgia or a Cataline? _ | 

From Pride, from Pride our very reas'ning peng: | 

Account for moral, as for nat'ral things : | 

Why charge we heav'n in thoſe, in theſe acquit 3 

In both, to reaſon right is to ſubmir. 5 ; 


Due for us, 1 it might appears | 
Were there all harmony, all virtue here: 
That never air or occan felt the wind ; x 
That never paſſion diſcompos'd the mind: | 
But All ſubſiſts by elemental ſtrife; | 
And Paſſions are the Elements of life. 
| The gen ral Order, fince the whole be 

Is oy in Nature, and is es in Man. 


Wuar weuld this Man, now upward wil he war, 
And little lefs than Angel, would be more; 5 
Now looking downward, juſt as griev'd appears. 
To want the ſtrength of Bulls, the fur of Bears. 
Made for his uſe all Creatures if he call, 2 
* D 17 


Ne | 
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Re to theſe without profuſi ion kind, 
The proper organs, proper pow'rs aſſigu d, 
Each ſeeming want compenſated of Bd OY 
Here, with degrees of Swiftneſs, there of Force; 
All in exact proportion to the ſtate. Dy 
Nothing: to add, and nothing to abate. 1 
Each Beaft, each Infect, happy in its own. 
Is Heav'n e, to Man, and Man alone ? 
Shall he alone, whom rational we call, 

Be pleas'd with * if not bleſz d with oh ?* 180 
Tux bliſs of Man (could Pride that bleſſing aud) | 
Is, not to think, or act beyond Mankind ; _ 

No pow'rs of Body or of Soul to ſhare, ' Lan wel 
But what his Nature and his State can bear. 
Why has not Man a microſcopic o ornate 
For this plain reaſon, Man is not a Fly. | 'E 
Say what the uſe, were finer opticks giv'n. 

T' infpect a Mite, not comprehend the Heav'n ? 

Or Touch, if tremblingly alive all oer, 

To ſmart, and agonize at ev'ry pore? 190 
Or keen, Effluvia darting thro* the brain, 

Die 6f a Roſe, in aromatic pain f Ee, FAY 
I? Nature thunder'd in his opening ears a 
And funf d bim with. che iR of the Spheres, _— 


Vx. 1 74- Here evith "_ if Swifineſs, there o 
Hr.] It 38 a certain Axiom in the Anatomy of are of = 
e that in proportion as they are form d for Strength 

eir Swiftneſs is leflen'd or as MY are form'd for 


Silt, their a is abated, 
| How 


How would he wiſh that Heay'n had left him ſtill 193 

The whiſp'ring Zephyr, and the purling rill ? be > 
Who finds not Providence all- good and wiſe, - 

Alike in what it gives, and what denies 2 


Fax as Creation's ample range extends, | 
The ſcale of ſenſual, mental pow rs aſcends; 200 
Mark how it mounts to Man's imperal race, 1 
From the green myraids in the peopled graſs ! 

What modes of Sight, betwixt each wide extreme, 
The Mole's dim curtain, and the Lynx's beam: | 
Of ſmell, the headlong Lioneſs between, 20 ; 
And hound, ſagacious on the tainted green: 5 
Of hearing, from the Life that fills the flood, _ 

To that which warbles through the vernal wood: 

The ſpider's touch, how exquiſitely fine . 
Feels at each thread, and lives along the line: 210 
In the nice bee, what ſenſe ſo ſubtly true 45 Bl 
From pais'nous herbs extracts the healing dew. 


VIX. 205. — the headlong Lioneſs — I] The man Wt 
ner of the Lions hunting their Prey in the Deſarts of — Wl 
Africa is this; gt their firſt going out in the night | 
time they ſet up a loud Roar, and then liften to the 4 | 
Noiſe made by the Beaſts in their Flight, purſuing in 
them by the Ear, and not by the Noſtril. It is pro- M8 
bable, the ſtory of the Jackall's hunting for the Lion 
was occaſion d by obſervation of the Defect of Scent . 
in that terrible Animal „ 2 


How Inſtinct varies'! in the groveling ſwine, 
Compar d, half-rcas'ning Elephant with thine ; 
»T'wixt that, and Reaſon, what a nice 98 213 
For ever ſep' rate, yet for ever near: 
Remembrance, and Reflection, how all 1 

What thin partitions Senſe ſrom Thought divide: 
And middle natures, how they long to join, 

Vet never paſs th inſuperable line! _ 229 
Without this juſt Gradation, could they be 
gubjected thoſe to thoſe, or all to thee ? 

The pow'rs of all ſubdu'd by thee alone, 


Is not thy Reaſon all thoſe pow' rs in one? | 


Sex, thro' this air, this ocean, and this earth, 225 
All Matter quick, and burfting into birth. 


Above, how high progreſſive life may go? 


jo 
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Around how wide? how deep extend below? 
Vaſt Chain of Being ! which of God began, | 
Natures Ethereal, human Angel, Man, 230 
Beaſt, bird, fiſh, infect; what no Eye can ſee, 

No Gloſs can reach; from Infinite to thee, : 
From thee to Nothing! — On ſuperior pow'rs 
Mere we to preſs, inferior might on ours; 7 
Or in the full Creation leave a Void, 235 
| Where, one ſtep broken, the great Scale's deſtroy d: 

From Nature's Chain whatever link you ſtrike, 
Tenth or ten thouſandth, breaks the chain alike. 


And if each Syftem in gradation roll, 
Alike eſſential to th amazing Whole; 240 
CE, - The 


| _Glows in the Stars, and bloſſoms in the Trees, 


EPISTLIES. 


The leaſt confuſion but in one, not all 
That Syſtem only, but the whole muſt fall. 
Let Earth unbalanc'd from her Orbit fly, 
Planets and Suns ruſh lawleſs thro? the ky, © 
Let ruling Angels from their ſpheyes be hurl'd, 24 ; ; 
Being on Being wreck'd, and World on World, | 
Heav'ns whole foundationsto their Centre nod, 

And Nature tremble, to the Throne of God. 
All this dread Ox DER break — For whom? for thee, . 


Yu Worm ! T5 Madneſs ! ! Pride ſ DAT. 250 


What if the foot ordaitd the duſt to tread, . 
Or hand to toil, aſpir'd to be the Head ? 
What if the head, the eye or car, repin'd_ 
To ſerve mere Engines to the ruling Mind 2 
Juſt as abſurd, for any Part to claim =— 
To be another, in this gen'ral Frame : „„ 
Juſt as abſurd, to mourn the tasks, or pains. ER 
The great * Aind of Al ordains. AED I 


All are but parts of one fupendous Whole, 
Whoſe Body Nature is, and God the Soul; 260 
That, chang'd thro! all, and yet in all the ſave, 
Great in the Earth as in th Ethereal frame, 


Warms in the Sun, refreſhes in the Breeze, © 


Lives thro' all Life, extends thro all Extent, 265 
Spreads undivided, - operates unſpent, 2 
Breaths in our ſoul, informs our mortal part, 07-58 " 
As full, as perfect, in a hair, — W 


* * * * 


All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee; 2 


- 4 - "Fl ; 7 by þ 4 4 . J 4 


As full, as perfect, in vile Man that mournss 
As the rapt Seraphin that ſings and, burns; 270 
To him no high, no low, no great, no ſmall; _ 
He flls, he e Conpetds, and equals all. 


Ceaſe 3 nor OA DRA „ name 


Our proper bliſs depends on what we blame. 


Know thy own Point : This kind, this due degree 275, 
Of blindneſs, weakneſs, Heav'n beſtows on ney 


Submit — in this, or any other Sphere, 
Secure to be as bleſt as thou canſt bear; 
Safe in the hand of one diſpoſing Pow r. 
Or in the natal, or the mortal Hour. "of of 
All Chance, Dire&ion which thou cant | not fee; Fo 
All Diſcord, Harmony not underſtood; 
Alt -partial Evil, univerſal Good : ; 2 7 
And ſpight of Pride, in erring Reaſon's ſpight, 285 : 
One truth is clear; ws Whatever Is, is RI ART.. 
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Pract D on this iſthmus of a middle date, 
A Being darkly wife, and rudely great; 

With too much knowledge for the Seoptic kids; = ̃ 
With too mach weakneſs for a Stole pride, 
He hangs between; in doubt to act, er refs, 
In doubt to deem himſelf a God, or Beaſt, 

In doubt his mind or body to prefer; es 
Born but to die, and reas ning bur to erf; 1 
Alike in ignorance, his Reaſon ſuch, 

Whether he thinks too little, or too mic. 


26 EPISTLES. 

Chaos of Thought and Paſſion, all confus'd ; 

Still by himſelf abus'd, or diſ- abus d, 9 
Created half to riſe, and half to fall; 1 
Great Lord of all things, yet a Prey to all; 

Sole Judge of Truth, in endleſs Error hurl'd ; 

The Glory, Je, and Riddle of = world! 


So, wond' rous G mount where Science 
5 © ©: 
Go meaſure Earth, weigh Air, and ſtate the Tydes, 20 
Inſtruct the Planets in what Orbs to run, 
Correct old Time, and regulate the Sun. 

Go, ſoar with Plato to th* empyreal ſphere, = 
To the firſt Good, firſt Perfect, and firſt Fair; 

Or tread the mazy round his Follow'rs trod, 25 
And quitting Senſe call Imitating God, : 
As Eaftern Prieſts in giddy circles run, 

And turn their heads, to imitate the Sun. 


' Go, teach Eternal Wiſdom how to rule; 


Then drop 1 into pal, and be Fool! ER 30 


_— TTY Beings, 8 of late they ſaw 
* mortal Man unfold all Nature's Law, 

Admir'd ſuch Wiſdom in an earthly ſhape, 
And ſhow d a NEWTON, as we ſhow an Ape. 


1 taught each Planer u here to roll, 3 „ 


Deſcribe, or fix, one Movement of the Soul ? 
Who mark d their points, to riſe and to deſcend, 


E xplain, or his Beginning, or his End ? 
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Alas what wonder! Man's ſuperior part % IN 4 
Uncheck'd may riſe, and climb from Art to Art; 40 
But when his own great work is but begun, CITE 
What Reaſon Wenren by Paſſion i is undone. z 5 4 


N #& 


Two Principles i in Buna Nature reign; © 
Self. Love, to urge; and Reaſon, to reſtrain; og” 
Nor this a good, nor that a bad we call, © 1 
Each works its end, to move, or govern all: = 
And to their proper operation ftill Drs 
Aſcribe all Good ; to their i improper, Ill. ” 85 | 55 


5 


SELF-Lo vx, the Spring of motion, acts che cal 
Reaſon's comparing Balance rules the whole; on 0 


Man, but for that, no Acfion could attend. 
And but for this, were active to no End. T = 5 5 ** 
Fix'd like a Plant, on his peculiar ſpot, : = Z : & 2 


To draw nutrition, propagate, and rot; 
Or Meteor like, flame lawleſs through the void, 55 
. Deſtroying others, by hind deſtroy d. 


— 


3 
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| Mosr ſtrength ihe moving Principle requires, 

Active its task, ir prompts, impels, inſpires: "+ nates Ss. 

Sedate and quiet the comparing „ 

Form'd but to check, delib'rate,' and adviſe, ” 

Self Love yet ſtronger, as its objects nig; " 

Reaſon's at diftance and in proſpect lye; aal Sog 2 
That ſees immediate Good, by preſent ſenſ, © 

1 the future, and the conſequen ce; 

X Thicker 
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Thicker than Arguments, Temptations throng, - 65 

At beſt more watchful this, but that more rang; | 
The action of the ſtronger to ſuſpend, - 

| Reaſon ſtill uſe, to Reaſon ſtill attend: 

Attention, Habit and Experience gains, 


Each firengthens Reaſon, and self. love reſtrains. 70 


Lx ubtile Schoolmen teach theſe Friends to fight, 

More ſtudious to divide, than to unite, 

And Grace and Virrue, Senſe and Reaſon ſplit, 

With all the:raſh dexterity of Wit. 2 

Wits, juſt like fools, at war about a Name, og 

Haye full as oft, no meaning, or the fame. 

Fell- love and Reaſon to que end afpire, 
Lain their averſi ion, Pleaſure their deſire; 2 

Bur greedy that ics object would devour, 

This taſte the honey, and not wound the flower. Lo 

Pleaſure, or wrong or rightly underſtood, 3 

Our greateſt! Evil, or our e Good. 


1 Self. live the Pas! SSIONS we may call; 
"Tis real Gaad, or ſeeming, moves them all: 
But ſince not every Good we. can diyide, * 
And Reaſon bids us fox our own prouide, | 
Paſſions tho! ſelfiſn, if their Meaus be 3 
Lift under Reaſon, and deſerve her care; 

' Thoſe that imparted, cqurt 2 nobler am, 
_ Exalt their kind, and take ſome Virtuss name. 90 


In 
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18 up let Stoics boaſt 


Their Virtue find; tis fixd as in a Froft „ Rip : | 


Contracted all, retiring to the breaſt: 


But Strength ot Mind is Exerciſe, not Reſt: 


The riſing tempeſt puts in aft the ſoul, 2a 
Parts it may ravage, but preſerves the whole. 
On Life's vaſt Ocean diverſely we ſail, | 

Reaſon the Card, but Paſhon is the Gale: 
Nor God alone in the ſtill Calm we find, - 


** 


He mounts the Storm, and walls upon the ind. 700 | 


Pass10Nns, like Elements, tho' boru to fight, 
Vet mix d and ſofren'd in his work unite ; 62 
' Theſe, tis enough to temper and employ; ;; 
But what compoſes Man, can Man deſtroy? 

Suffice that Reaſon keep to Nature's road, 
Subject, S them, follow her, and God. 


Love, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleaſure's ſmiling rraivs 
Hate, Fear, and Grief, the Family of Pain; 
Theſe mix'd with art, and to due bounds confin'd, 
Make, and maintain, the Balance of the Mind: 116 
The Lights and Shades, whoſe well-accorded ſtrife, 


Gives all the da, and Colour of our life. | bi. 4 
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PLEASURES are ever in our hands, or e 
And when in Act they ceaſe, in Proſpect riſe; 
Preſent to graſp, and future ſtill to find, 
The whole r of _— and of Mind. 
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30 rere | 
All ſpread their charms, but charm nor all alike; 
On diff ' rent Senſes diff rent Objects ftrike: . 
Hence diff rent Paſſions more or leſs inflame, | 
As ſtrong, or weak, the Organs of the Frame; 120 
And hence one Maſter Paſſion in the breaſt, 
Like Aaron's 1 ſwallows up the reſt, 


As Man erkaps, the moment of his breath, 
Receives the lurking Principle of death, TON 
The young Diſeaſe that muſt ſubdue at length, 125 
Grows with his growth, and e e with his 

ſtrength: 

So, caſt and mingled with his very Frame, 
The Mind's diſeaſe, its ruling Paſſion came: 
Each vital humour which ſhould feed the whole, 
Soon flows to this, in Body and in Soul. 130 
Whatever warms the heart, or fills the head, Hl 
As the mind opens, and its functions ſpread, 
Imagination plies her dang'rous art, 
_ «pots it all upon the peccant part. 


has e its Mother, Habit is its Wards „„ 

Wit, Spirit, Faculties, but make it worſe; l 

Reaſon itſelf but gives it edge and pow'r, 

Ass Heav'n's bleſt Beam turns Vinegar more ſow be, 
The ruling Paſſion, bei it what it will, 

The ruling Paffion conquers Reaſon ſill, 140 

1 We, wretched ſubjects tho' to lawful ſway, | 

1M 15 this weak Queen, ſome Fav rite il bay: 
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Ah! if ſhe lend not Arms as well as Rules, | 

What can ſhe more, than tell us we are "RO | 
Teach us to mourn our nature, not to mend, 143 
A ſharp Accuſer, but a helpleſs Friend? | 
Or from a Judge turn Pleader, to perſuade 

The choice we tnake, or juſtify it made? 

Proud of imagin'd Conqueſts all along, 


She but removes weak Paſſions for the ftrong ; $3 30 


So, when ſmall Humours gather to a Gout, 
The Doctor fancies he has driv't them out, 


Yss; Nature's Road muſt ever be prefer'd : 
. Reaſon is here no Guide, but ſtill a Guard; 


Tis her's to rectify, not overthrow, 1535 


And treat this Paſſion more as Friend than Foe: © 

A Micnrizx Pow's the ſtrong Direction ſends, © 
And ſev'ral Men impels to ſev'ral Ends: 2 
Like varying Winds, by other paſſions toſt, 
This drives them conſtant to a certain Coaſt. 169 
Let Pow'r or Knowledge, Gold, or Glory pleaſe, 
Or (oft more ſtrong than all) the Love of eaſe, 
Thro' life tis follow'd, ev'n at life's expence ; 
The Merchant's toil, the Sage's indolence, 


The Monk's humility, the Hero's pride, 8 163 5 


All, all alike find Reaſon on their Side. 


Tu' Eternal Are 5 Good from m, 
Grafts on this Paſſion our beſt Principle: 
Tis thus, the Mereury of Man is fix'd, 


AY grows the Virtue with his Nature mix d; 170 | 
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32 EPIS 1 L E 2 
The Droſs cements what elſe were too refir'd, 
enn — 


: As Fruit e to the Planters « cate 
On ſavage ftocks inſerted, learn to bear ; . 
The ſureſt Virtues thus Gan Paſſions ſhoot, 195 
Wild Nature's Vigour working at the root. 5 
What Crops of Wit and Honeſty appear, 

From Spleen, from Obſtinacy, Hate or Fear? 
Se Anger, Zeal and Fortitude ſupply ; 


Evin Av'rice Prudence; Sloth Philoſophy ; 13 


Envy, to which th” ignoble mind's a ſlave, 
Is Emulation in the Learn'd and Brave : | 
Luft, thro* ſome certain Strainers well refin'd, 


Is gentle Love, and charms all Womankind. 
Nor Virtue, male or female, can we name, 185 


Bur what will grow on Pride, or grow on Shame, 


'Tvvs Nature gives us (let it check our pride) 


The Virtue neareſt to our Vice ally'd; 


Reaſon the Byas turns to Good from Ill, . 
And Nero reigns a Titus, if he will. 190 


The fiery ſoul abhor'd in Cataline 


In Decius charms, in Curtius is divine. 
The ſame Ambition can deſtroy ordave, ; 
And makes a Partiot, as it makes a Knave. 5 


＋ ars Light and Darknefs/incar Chaos bid, 193 


What ſhall divide? The God within the Mind. 


Ex- 


EPISTIES. 


Exraznss in Nature equal ends produce, 


| In man, they join to ſome myſterious uſe ; : 
Tho' oft ſo mix d, the diff*rence is too nice 
Where ends the vertue, or begins the vice, 200 


Now this, now that the other's bound invades, © © 
As in ſome well-wrought Picture, N and ſhades. 


| Foot 81 who "0 hence into the notion Fall, 

That Vice or Virtue there is none atall 

If white and black, blend, ſoften, and unite 

A thouſand ways, is there no black or white? 

Ask your own Heart, and nothing is ſo plain ; 
Tis to PO” os, coſts the time and pain. 


+ ; 


View is a monſter of ſo frighrfal Mien, 
As, to be hated, needs but to be ſeen ; 
Yet ſeen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We firſt endure, then pity, then embrace. 
But where th Extreme of Vice, was ne er agreed; 
Ask, where's the North ? at Vork tis on the Tweed, 


4 
29 


In Scotland at the Orcades, and there AT '5 | 


At Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows where. 
No creature owns it in the firſt degree, | 
But thinks his Neighbour farther gone than hee 


Evin thoſe who dwell beneath her very Zone, 


Or never feel the rage, or never own ; 
What happier Natures ſhrink at with affright, 
The hard Inhabitant contends is right: 


* 
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Vixrvous and vicious ev 1 man muſt be, 
Few in th” Extreme, but all in the Degree: . 
The Rogue and Fool by fits is fair and wiſe, 225 7 
And even the beſt by fits what they def bs... rr 
"Tis but by Parts we follow Good or Ill, 


For, Vice or Virtue, Self directs it ſtill; 


Each Individual ſeeks a ſev'ral goal: 

But Hzav'n'sgreat view is One, and that the Wnol E: 

That counter- works each Folly and Caprice: 231 

That diſappoints th* Effect of ev'ry Vice: 

That, happy Frailties to all ranks apply'd, 

Shame to the Virgin, to the Matron „„ 

Fear to the Stateſman, Raſhnelſs to the Chief, 2 35 4 

To Kings Preſumption, and to Crowds Belief. "3 

That, Virtue's Ends from Vanity can raiſe, _ 

Which ſeekz no int'reſt, no reward but Praiſe; 
And build on Wants, and on Defects of mind, 

The Joy, the Peace, the Glory of Mankind, 24% 


HA v' forming each on other to depend, 
A Miſter, or a Servant, or a Friend, 
Bids each to other for aſſiſtance call, 

Till one man's weakneſs grows the ſtrength of all. : 
Wants, Frailties, Paſſions, cloſer ſtill allye 245 
The common int' reſt, or endear the tye:  _.* 
To theſe we owe true F riendſhip, Love ſincere, 
Each home felt joy that Life inherits here: 


Vet from the fame we learn, in its decline, 5 


Thoſe joys, thoſe 88 thoſe int 'reſts to reſig ign ; 250 1 
Taught 


FNF IL H = 
Taug ht half by reaſon, half by mere delay, of: WS 
To welcome Death, and calmly paſs away. 


Wang 4 the Paſſion, Knowledge, Fame, 7 

Not one will CH Neighbour with himſelf. 

The learn'd are happy, Nature to explore; 255 

The fool is happy | that he knows no more; | 

The rich are happy in the plenty giv'n; 
| The poor contents him with the care of Heav'n. 

See the blind Beggar dance, the Cripple ling, | 
The Sot a Hero, Lunatic a King, 168 
The ſtarving Chymiſt 1 in his golden Views 1 
Supreamly bleſt, the Poet! in his Muſe,” : 

$88! ſome ſtrange Comfart: ev'ry State "wy 
And Pride beftow'd onall, a common Friend ; 

See! ſome fit Paſſion ev'ry Age ſupply, The 265 

Hope trayels thro”, nor quits us when we dies g 


TI I then, Opinion gilds with varying rays | 
Thoſe painted clouds that beautify our days ; 
Each want of Happineſs by Hope ſupply'd, | 
And each vacuity of Senſe by Pride. 27@ 
Theſe build up all that Knowledge can deſtroy; _ 


In FOE 8 = fil laughs the bubble, Joy; - 
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36 EPIST LES. 
One Proſpect loſt, another ſtill we bein, f 
And not a Vanity is giv'n in vain * 92 
En mean Self Love becomes, by farce divine, 275 
The Scale. to meaſure others wants by thine. . - 
See! and confeſs, one comfort ſtill muſt riſe, 

Tis this, tho Man's 4 Fool, yet Gop 1s wise, 
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8 k Actsto one End, buran by various 
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£ BR To all the Madneſs r a 1 


| Health, 
The Trim of F Bride, and impulence of Weak,” 
Let that great Truth be preſent night and day; 
Bur moſt be preſent if thou preach, or pe" 


View thy own World : behold the Chai of Lov = 


Combining all below, and all above. 

See, plaſtic Nature working to this End. 
The ſingle Atoms each to other tend, 
Attract, attracted to, the next in place, 
Form'd, and impell'd, its Neighbour to embrace: 
See Matter next, with various life endu d, 
Preſs to one Center ſtill, the Gen ral Good, 


: 


enn Dune, learn! (. The 2 


. 


See 
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See dying Vegetables Life ſuſtain, po 
See Life diſſolying vegetate again. A. „ ee 
All Forms that periſh other forms N e 
© By turns they catch the vital Breath, and dies 
Linke Bubbles in the Sea of Matter born, A 
They rife, they break, and to that Sea return, 20 
Nothing is foreign: Parts relate to Whole: N 
One all extending, all preſerving Soul 
Connects each Being, greateſt with the leaſt ? 
Made Beaft in aid of Man, and Man of Beaft ; 
Allferv'd, and ſerving, nothing ftands alone; 235 
The Chain holds on, and where. it ng unknown; . 


Has Gen. thou Fool! work'd ſolely for thy goody 
hy joy, thy paſtime, thy attire, thy food? , 
Who for thy Table feeds the wanton Fawn, EY 
For him as kindly ſpreads the flow'ry Lawn. 30 
I it for thee the Lark aſcends and ſings? - __ 
Joy tunes his voice, Joy elevates his wings; - 

Ts it for thee the Linnet pours: his throat? 

Loves of his own, and rapturesſ' well the Note. 
The bounding Steed you pompouſly. beſtride, -3F 
Shares with his Lord the pleaſure and the pride. 
Is thine alone the Seed that ſtrows the plain? 

The Birds of Heay'n ſhall vindicate their grain; A 
Thine the full Harveſt of the golden year ? 

Part pays, and juſtly, the deſerving Steer. 49 
The Hog that plows not, or obeys thy ps FIRE I 
* on the labours «f this Lord of all... 43 


* ** 


beer | 


| Know, Nature's Children all divide her care: 
The Furr that warms a Monarch, warm'd a Bear. 
While Man exclaims, «re all things for-my-uſe / 4 * 
* See Man for mine, replies a pamper'd Gooſe: 
What care to tend, to lodge, to cram, to treat him, 
All this he knew; bot not that twas to eat him. 
As far as Gooſe could judge, he reaſon'd right, 
But as to Man, miſtook the matter quite: 
And juſt as ſhort of Reaſon, Man will fall, 
Who thinks All made for ow not One for Aar. 
G that the powerful Ril the vark controul,” 
Be Man the Wit and Tyrant of the whole. 22 
Nature that Tyrant checks; He only knows = 55 
And feels, another creature's wants and woes. 
Say will the faleon, ſtooping from above, , A 
Smit with her varying plumage, ſpare the dove? 
Admires the jay the inſects gilded wings, : 
Or hears the hawk, when Philomela ſings ? 
Man cares for All, to birds he gives his woods, 
To beaſts his paſtures, and to fiſh his floods; 
For ſome his Iht'reſt prompts him.to provide, Ss 
4 For more his Pleaſure, yet for mare his nn ; 
All feed on one vain. Patron, and enjpy 66 
Th' extenſive bleſſiug of his Luxury. 
Phat very life his learned hunger craves, 
He ſaves from famine, from the ſavage ſaves; 
Nay, feaſts the Animal he dooms his feaſt, * 
And till he ends the Being, makes it bleſt: 76 


Which 


40 EPS 1 2 E FC. 
Which ſees no more the ſtroke, or feels the 

Than favour d Man, by Touch ætherial ſain. 
The Creature had his Feaſt of life before; | 
Thou too muſt periſh, whenthy feat is ver! 26 55 


To each unthinking being 8 a und 75 
Gives not the uſeleſs knowledge of its End; 13 
To Man imparts it; but with ſuch a View, 
As while he dreads it, makes him hope it too : 
The hour conceal'd, and ſo remote the 5 
Death ſtill draws nearer, never ſeeming near. 80 
Ereat ſtanding Miracle | that Heay'n aſſign d 

* only thinking thing, this turn of Mind. 


„ with Reajen, or with Inftint bleſt, i; 
Know, all enjoy that pow'r which ſuits em beſt, 
To bliſs, alike, by that direction tend, 5 
And find the means proportion d to their end. 
Say, where full Inſtind is th* unerring guide, 
What Pope or Council can they need heſide? 
Reaſon, however able, cool at beſt, „ 
Cares not for ſervice, or but ſerves when preſt, 99 
Stays till we call, and then not often near; N 
But honeſt Inline comes a Volunteer. 


VEX. 72.1]. FE of the 3 as: many of 
the u gr at this day, eſteem' d thoſe who were 
ſtruck by Lightning as ſacred Perſons, and the par- 
r F avourites o He aven. 


This 


2 


This too ſerves always, Reaſon never long; 
One muſt go right, the other may go wrong 
See then the acting and comparing powrs | 1. +0 _ 
One in their nature; which are two wee 1 Ru 
And Reaſon raiſe o'er Inſtinct, MR e 4 
In this r 2 MO in * mung oh ir mers 201 L 
 Wuro racgbe ths Nations ber > ths field wah a 
To ſhun their Poiſon, and to chuſe their Food? 16s 
Preſcient, the Tydes or Tempeſts to withſtand,” 
Build on the Wave, or arch beneath the Sud? 
Who made the Spider Parallels defi | > alot el ; 
Sure as De-Motore; without rule or line? 3 
Who bid the Stork, Coſumbus- like; . _ = 
Heav'ns nüt his own, and worlds unknown before? 
Who calls the Council, ſtates the certain q 
Who forms the Phalaizx; and 8 e = bogs 


| Gov, in che Nara of exch being; folads * 1005, 
* proper bliſs, and ſets its proper bounds: 118 
But as he fram'd a Whole, the whole to nen FE 
On mutual Manis built mutual Happineſs > 
So from the firſt Eternal Ox DR ran, 
And Creature link d to Creature, Man to Ma. 
Wihiareere of Life alt-quickening Ether keeps, | ah 
Or breathes thro* Air, or ſhoots beneath the Deeps; 
Or pours profuſe on Earth; one Nature feeds 
The vital flame, and ſwells the genial ſeeds. 
Not Man alone; but all that rbam the wood. 

Or wing the sky, or roll along the flood, 120 
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Each loves Itſelf, but not itſelf alone, 


Each Sex deſires alike, till two arc ne: 
Nor ends the pleaſure with the fierce embrace; 


They love themſelves, a third time, in their Race. 


Thus beaſt and F 125 


The mothers nurſe it, and the fires defend; 

The young diſmiſs'd to wander earth or air, 

There ſtops the Inſtinct, and there ends the care, 
The kak diſſolves, each ſeeks a freſh embrace, 130 
Another love ſuceeeds, anorher race. 

A longer care Man's helpleſs kind demands; 


That longer care contracts more laſting bands: 


Reflection, Reaſon, fill the ties improve, 


At once extend the Im reſt, and the Love: 135 


Wich Choice we fix, with Sympathy we burn, 
Each Virtue in each Paſſion takes its turn; 


| And ſtill new Needs, new Helps, new Habits riſe, 


That graft Benevolence on Charities. 
Still as one brood, and as another roſe, 140 


Theſe nat ral Love maintain'd, habitual thoſe; 
The laſt ſcarce. ripen'd into perſe Man, 


Saw helpleſs Him from whom their life began: 


| Mem'ry, and Forecaſt, juſt returns engage, 


That pointed back to Youth, this on to Age; 145 


While Pleaſure, Gratitude, and Hope combittd, 
n prone the Int reſt, ad. preſerv'd the * 5 


Non think, in dow e Ste blindly ode 
The State of Nargre was the Reign of Goñ;ĩ;ði 


The ſame his Table, and the fame his Bed; 


r 


But juſt diſeaſe to luxury ſucceeds, 
And ev'ry death its own Avenger breeds; 


Self: Love, and Social, at her ren 


Un1on the Bond of all things, and of Man.” 


Pride then was not; nor Arts, that Pride — „ 
Man walk'd with Beaſt, joint Tenant of the Shade; 


No murder cloath'd him, and no murder fed. 
In the ſame Temple, the refounding Word 


All vocal Beings hymn'd their equal God: 


The Shrine with Gore unftain'd, with Gold ar 
Unbrib's, unbloody, ftood the blamelef Pricft, 
Heav'ns 3 was Univerſal Care, 


And Man's Prerogative to rule, but EP | 
Ah how unlike the man of times to come! 
Of half that live, the Butcher, and the Ton; 


Who, foe to Nature, hears the gen ral groan, 
Murders their ſpecies, and betrays his own... 


The Fury-Paſſions from that blood wk 
And turn'd on Man u fiercer ſavage, Man. i at 


Szz him from Nature riſing flow to an! 
To copy Iafinꝭ then was Reaſon's part; 


Thus then to Man the Voice of Nature * 
Go!] from the Creatures thy inſtructions take ; 


1 

1 
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16 
? 160 
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170 


« Learn from the Birds, what food mp Wo 
« Learn from the Beaſts, the Phyfick of the field; - 


4 1 Arts of building from the Bee receiye; 


176 


Learn of the Mole — the Worm to weave; 


„Learn 
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« Learn of the little Nautilus to fail, . 


* Spread the thin oar, and catch the wiring gale. , 
« Here too all Forms of ſocial Union find 166 


« And hence let Reaſon, late, inſtruct de 
« Here ſubterranean Works and Cities ſee, 


(C There Towns. aerial on the waving Tree. 


« Learn each ſmall people's Genius, Policies; | 
& The Ants Republick, and the Realm of Bees; 185 
« How thoſe in common all their ſtores beſtow, 5 
& And Anarchy without confuſion know, 

4 And theſe for ever, tho' a Monarch reign, 

* Their ſep rate Cells and properties maintain. 

« Mark what unvary d Laws preſerve their State, 

cc Laws wiſe as Nature, and as fix d as Fate. 191 
« In vain thy Reaſon finer webs ſhall draw, 5 
4 Entangle Juſtice in her Net of Law, 1 

« And Right too rigid harden i into Wrong, 

Still for the ſtrong too weak, the weak too ſtrong. 
*« Ter go! and thus o'er all the Creatures ſway, 196 
« Thus let the wiſer make the reſt obey, 


« Who for thoſe Arts they learn'd of Brutes before» 


8 As Ki ſhall « crown them, or as Gods adore. 


* VæX. 178] Oppian. Helieut. Lib. I. deſcribes this 


Fiſh in the following manner. They ſwim on the 


—_ of the Sea, on the back of their Shells, which 


ray eee the Hulk of a Ship; they raiſe two 


Feet e Maſts, and extend a Membrane between 


which ſerves as a Sail; the other two Feet they em- 


Ploy as Oars at the fide.” ; 72 251 are e ute y Teen in 
tlie Mediterranean. | f 


Ga kAr 


EPISTLIES ay. 
Gaar Nature ſpoke ; obſervant Men obey'd; 200 
Cities were built, Societies were made 


Here roſe one little State; another near CE f 
Grew by like means, and join d thro' Love, or Fear. 


Did here the Trees with ruddier burdens bend, 
And there the Streams in purer rills deſcend? 
What War could raviſn, Commerce could beſtow, L 
And he return'd a friend, who came a fo. 1 
Converſe or Love, mankind might ſtrongly draw, 
When Love was Liberty, and Nature Law. 
Thus States were form'd ; the name of King ming 
Till common Int'reſt plac d the ſway in One, 


a0 


Then VixruE oxxx (or in Arts, or Arm, 255 5 


Diffuſing bleſſings, or averting harms). _ . 
The ſame which in a Sire the Sons obeyd, 

A Prince the Father of a 8 1118 5 

Tixr eh by Nature cron, ws dane 

r 244 

King, Prieſt, and Parent of his growing state: 
On him, their ſecond Providence, they hung, 
Their Law, his Eye; their Oracle, his Tongue. 
He, from the wond' ring Furrow call d their food 220 
Taught to command the Fire, controul the Flood, 
| Draw forth the Monſters of th Abyſs profound, 

Or fetch th' aerial Eagle to the ground. _ | 
Till dropping, ſick'ning, dying, they began 3 
Whom they revers d as God, to mourn as Man. 225 
Then, looking up from Sire to Sire, explor d by 
One great, RT? ang that firſt ador d. 5 
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46 E PTS TE EA 
Or plain Tradition that this All begun, 
Convey d unbroken Faith from Sire to Son, 
The Workman from the Work ditinet was 

known, | 230 

And ſimple Reaſon never ſought but One: 4 
Fre Wit oblique had broke that ſteady light, 
Man, like his Maker, ſaw, that all «vas right, 
To Virtue in the paths of Pleaſure trod, 
And own'd a Father when he own'd aGod. 235 
Love all the Faith, and all th- Allegiance then; 
For Nature knew no Right Divine in Men, 
No Ill could fear in God; and underſtood 
A Sovereign Being but a Sovereign Good. 
True Faith, true Policy, united ran, 240 
That was but Love of God, and this of Man. £1 


'Wro firſt he fouls enſlay'd, and e a 
Th enormous Faith of Many made for One? 
That proud Exception to all Nature's laws, 


| T'invert the World, and counter-work its Cauſe ? 245 


Force firſt made Conqueſt, and that Conqueſt, Law; ; 

Till Superſtition taught the Tyrant Awe, 

Then ſhar'd the Tyranny, and lent it aid, 

And Gods of Conquyrors, Slaves of Subjects made: - 

She, midſt the Light'ning's Moe and unn | 
4 20008; + | 

When rock'd the Mountains, and when groan'd 4 

ground, = 

She taught the weak to bend, the pick to pray 


| T o Pow'r unſeen, and mightier far than they. 
She, 


2717114 1 
She, from the rending earth, and burktivg die 


Saw Gods deſcend, and Fiends infernal riſe; 
Here fix'd the dreadful, there the bleſt abodes ; 
Fear made het Devils, and weak Hope her Gods: 
Gods partial, changeful, paſſionate, unjuſt, 2 
Whoſe Attributes were Rage, Revenge, or Dat: 


Such as the ſouls of Cowards might conceive, abs | 


And form'd like Tyrants, Tyrants would believe. 
Zeal then, not Charity, became the guide, 
And Hell was built on Spite, and Heay'n on Pride. 


Then ſacred ſeem'd th* Æthereal Vault no more; 
Altars grew marble then, and reek d with n 7 | 


Then firſt the Flamen taſted living food; 

Next his grim Idol ſmear d with human di: 

With Heav ns own Thunders ſhook the world below, 
And play'd the God an Engine on 2 his foe. 35 


So drives &. /c bos, thro* juſt and thro : unjuſt, 296 


To One man's Pow'r, Ambition, Lucre, Luſt: 
The ſame Selt- love, in All, becomes the cauſe 
Of what reſtrains him, Government and Laws. 
For what one likes if others like as well, | 
What ſerves one Will when many Wills rebel? 255 
How ſhall he keep, what ſleeping or awake = 
A weaker may ſurprize, a ftronger take? 
His Safety muſt his Liberty reſtrain; 
All; join to guard what each deſires to gain. 77 
Forcd into Virtue thus by Self · defence, 280 
Ev'n _ learn'd — ant] Benevolence: f 
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48  EZPISTLES. 
Self-love forſook the path it firſt purſu'd, 
And found the r in the public Good 


"Twas ite the Gudions Head, or gen” rous s Minds 
Follow'r of God, or Friend of Humankind, 285 
Poet or Patriot roſe, but to reſtore 15 ” 
The Faith and Mor al, Nature gave before; 

Relum'd her ancient liche not kindled new; 
If not God's Image, yet his Shadow drew; 
i Taught Pow'rs due uſe to People and to Kings, 290 
Taught, not to ſlack nor ſtrain its tender ſtrings; ; 
T be Leſs, and Greater, ſet ſo juſtly true, 
} Thar touching one muſt ſtrike the other too, 
Fl And jarring Int'reſts of themſelves create 
Th according Muſic of a-well-mix'd State. 295 
Such is the Won 0's. great Harmony, that ſprings 
From Union, Order, full Conſent of things! 
Where ſmall. and Brea, where weak and mighty 
| made 
To 8 not ſulfer, rene not 0 : 
More pow'rful each as needful to the reſt, 300 
And in proportion as it bleſſes, bleſt, | 
Draw to one point, and to one Centre bring 
M. or x Angel, nee Lord, or Sing" 
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Fos Forms of See let fools = os 
Whateꝰ er is beſt adminiſtred, is beſt : 365 
For Modes of Faith let graceleſs Zealots fight, 
His can't be wrong whoſe Life is in the right: 


1 


8 „ R 
wy 0 133 N F 


= HE © 
All muſt be falſe, that thwart this One, great End, 


And all of God, that bleſs Mankind, or mend. 315 


N. 
810 Ng bite the gen'rous Vine; Sed lives, 


The Strength he gains is from th” Embrace he "Hine 
On their own Axis as the Planets run, . 


Vet make at once their Circle round the Sun; 


So two conſiſtent Motions act the ſoul, 320 
And one regards I 2 and one the W bole. | 


Tuvs God and Nature link the gen ral Frame, 
And bad Sell. Love and Social be the ſame. 
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Ne 1 our Being's End d 
- 9, Aim! 8 5 
16 8 Pleaſure, Eaſe, Content! what. 
8 NN. e er thy name: | | 
— That Something ſtill, which prompts. = 
| tht eternal Gab. * 
For hie we . to live, nor fear to die; 
Which ſtill ſo near us, yet beyond us lies 5 
Oerlook d, ſeen double, by the fool —and wiſe. 
Plant of Cæleſtial feed! if dropt below, 
Say, in what mortal ſoil thou deign'ſe to grow? 
[Fair-opening to ſome Courr's propitious Shine, 
Or deep with diamonds1n the flaming Mine. 
FT'win'd with the wreaths Parnaſſian Laurels yield, 
or props Ipdron Har eite of the © EE” 
| * Where 


; 


Where 3 grows it not _ vain our rail, - 
We ought to blame the Culture, not the Soil 
| Fix'd to no ſpot is Happineſs ſincere; . + 4 ; 
*Tis no where to be found, or ey'ry WHEN 4 
Tis never to be bought, but always free, 
And fled from Monarchs, St Joan ! dwells, nithichee; 


Asx of the Lene the way, the Lend ebe, | 
This bids to ſerve, and that ro ſhan mankind : 4M £ 
Some place the bliſs in Action, ſome in Eaſe, - 85 
Thoſe call ic Pleaſure, and Contentment theſe: IT AK 

Who thus define it, ſay they more or leſs ; 
Than this, that Happineſs is Happineſs ? 3 

One grants his Pleaſure is hut Reſt from pain, 25 
One doubts of All, one owns ev'n Virtue vain. : 


5 . 
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Tax Nature? s path, and 4058 Opinian's ans 
All States can reach it, and all Heads conceive;, 5 
Obvious her goods, in no Extreme they dwell, 


5 : 8 ” ) a = 
« ; * 83 2-4 
ba ; 2 4 
je £ 
ö ; 1 
: [ : * 
1 


There needs but thinking right, and meaning — * | 3 I 


And mourn our various portions as we . N 
Equal is cmman Senſes and common Eaſt, 


 R:impuaenyn Man, « the . Cauſe. . 


0 Acts not by partial but by gen'ral Laws; 3 2755 3 | 
And makes what Happineſs we juſtly call, 4 * = 


* 


Subſiſt not in the Good of one, but all. _ 

There's not a bleſſing Individuals find. a 23 
But ſome way leans — bearkens to the Kind. 

No Bandit fierce, no Tyrant mad with Fe 


8 No cayern'd . reſt 3 e ] 
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$2 BFISTLES _ 
Who moſt to ſhun or hate mankind pretend, ** 
Seek an Admirer, or wou'd fix a Friend. 
Abſtract what others feel, what others think, 
All Pleafures ficken, and all Glories fink; 
Each has his ſhare, and who wou'd more obtain 45 
Shall find, the pleaſure pays not half the pin. 


Ona os Heay'n's firſt Law; and this confeſt, 2 


. 1 Some are, and muſt be, greater than the reſt, 
' More rich, more wiſe; but who infers from hence 


That ſuch are bappier, Mocles all common ſenſe, 0 
Heay'n to mankind impartial we conſeſs | 
It all are equal in their happineſs _ 
But mutual wants this happineſs increaſe, 


All Nature's diff rence keep in Nature's peace. | 


Condition, Circumſtance is not the thing - OS 
Bliſt is the ſame, in ſubject or in King; | 


In who obtain defence, or who defend; 

In him who is, or him who finds, a friend. 

* Heav'n breathes thro' ev'ry mona of the whole 
One common Bleſſing, as one common Soul : 50 


Bur Fortune's gifts if each alike poſſeſt, 
And each were equal, muſt not all conteſt ? 


| Ifthen to all men Happineſs was meant. 
* God in nn could not place Content. ENS 


5 


Foxruxne her 318. may en diſpoſe, 65 
And theſe be call'd unhappy, happy thoſe; 
But Heav'n's juft balance equal will appear, 


. While thoſe are 9 21 d i in 95 1 theſe in Fear: 
Nod 


/ 


FEPISTLIES ag 
Not preſent Good or Ill, the joy or curſe, ' + 
But future views of Better, or of Worſe. 10 


On Sons of Earth! attempt ye ſtill to riſe 
By mountains pil'd on Mountains, to the Skies? 
Heav'n ſtill with laughter the vain toil ſurveys, 
And e Madmen i in the Heaps they ratle, , 


8 all the Goad that Individuals find, DM, 
Or God and Nature meant to meer mankind, N 
Reaſon's whole pleaſures, all the joys of Senſe, _ 
Lie in three words, Health, Peace, and Competence. 
But Health conſiſts with Temperance alone, : 
And Peace, fair Virtue ! Peace is all thy own; 86 
The gifrs of Fortune good or had may gain; 

Bur theſe leſs taſte them, as they worſe obtain. 
Say, 1n-purſuit of Profit or Delight, : 
 Whoriſque the moſt, that rake wrong means, or right? 
Of Vice or Virtue, whether bleſt or curſt, 58 | 
Which meets Contempt, or which Compaſſion firſt Prog 
Count all th* advantage proſp'rous Vice attains, _ 
"Tis but what Virtue flies from and diſdains; 

And grant the bad what happineſs they wou d, 

One they muſt which is to paſs for good. 980 
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Ou blind to Truth, and God's whole Scheme be- 2 3 | 
Who fancy Bliſs to Vice, to Virtue Woe : flow? 4 
| Who ſees and follows that great Scheme the beſt, 1 

Beſt er his bleſſing, and will moſt be bleſt. 
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But Fools the Good alone unhappy call. 


For Ills or Accidents that chance to All, 
| See Fal KLAVNp falls, the virtuous and the juſt! 


See godlike TurENN :'proftrate on the duſt! 

See S1DNEY bleeds amid the martial trite ! | | 
Was this their Virtue, or Contempt of life? 100 
Say was it Virtue, more tho Heavy n ne'er gave, 
Lamented D1csy | ſunk thee to the Grave? 


Tell me, it Virtue made the Son expire, 


Why, full of Days and Honour, lives the Sire? 
Why drew Marfvilles good Biſhop purer breath, 105 
When Nature ficken'd, and each gale was death? 1 
Or why ſo long (in Life if long can be) 


Lent es a Parent to the Poor and Me ? 


War Saks all Phyſical or Moral III? 


-.-T here deviates Nature, and here wanders Will. 110 
God ſends not Ill, tis Nature lets it fal! 

0 Chance eſcape, and Man improves it all. 

We juſt as wiſely might of Heav'n complain, 

3 That rightcous Abel was deſtroy d by Cain, | 

As chat the virtuous Son is ili at eaſe, 1 5 
When his lewd Father gave the dire diſeaſe. 


Think we like ſome weak Prince th* Eternal Cauſe, | 


| Prone for his Fav'rices to reverſe his Laws ? a 


8 burning Etna, if a Sage requires, 


* 


a Forget to thunder, and recall her fires? 3 


n Air or Sea new motions be impreſt. 


blame leſs Bethel] to relieve thy . 
When | 


EPISTLES. 


When the looſe Mountain trembles from on high, 


Shall Gravitation ceaſe, if you go by? 5 
Or ſome old Temple nodding to its fall, 2 1 
For Chartres head reſerve che hanging Wall? 


32 


Bur ill this World (fo firted for the Knave) 
8 us not. A better ſhall we have? 


A Kingdom of the Juſt then let it be: 


Bur firſt conſider how thoſe Juſt agree? 10% 


The Good muſt merit God's peculiar care; 

But who but God can tell us, who they are? 

One thinks on Calvin Heay'n's on ſpirit fell; 

Another deems him Inſtrument of Hell; 8 

If Calyin feel Heaven's Bleſſing, or its Rod oi 13 $ 

This cries there is, and that, there is no God. 

What ſhocks one part will edify the reſt, 

Nor with one Syſtem can they all be bleft. 

Give eacha Syſtem, all muſt be at ſtrife; 25 © 
What diffrent Syſtems for a man and wife ? 32 

The very beſt will variouſſy incline, 5 „ 

And what rewards your Virtue, puniſh mine. 


« Whatever is, is Right.” —— This world, "BY 00 7 


Was made for Cæſar — but for Titus too: 
And which more bleft ? who chain d his Cy ſay, _ 
Oc he, whoſe Virtue ſigh'd to looſe a day? 145 


% But ſometimes Virtue ſervos while Vice is fed.“ 


What then ? is the reward of Virtue, Bread? 

That, Vice may merit; tis the price of Toll: 

The Krave deſerves it when he tillsthe Soil, 190 
| ; | | Where 
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A EPISTLES. 
The Knave lad it when he tempts the 1424 * 
Where Madneſs fights, for Tyrants, or for Gain. 
The good man may be weak, be indolent, 
Nor is his claim to Plenty, but Content. 4 
But grant him Riches, your demand 1so'er? 155 
« No — ſhall the = want health, the good Wane 
Pow'r ? | 
Add health and pow'r, ond ey? 1 earthly thing - 
4 Why bounded pow'r ? why private ? why no King ? 
Nay, why external for internal givin, 
Why is not Man a God, and Earth a Heay'n?. 160 
Who ask and reaſon thus, will ſcarce conceive 
God gives enough while he has more to give > _ 
Iminenſe the Pow'er, immenſe were the demand ; 
Say, at what part of Nature will they ſtand ? 


Waar nothing earthly gives, or can deftroy, 165 
The Soul's calm ſun-ſhine, and the heart-felt j joy, 
Is Virtue's Prize: A better would * fix, | 
And give Humility a Coach and ſix? 

Jaſtice a Conqu'ror's ſword, or Truth a Gora, 

Or Publick Spirit, its great cure, a Crown? 170 
Rewards that either would to Virtue bring 
No joy, or be deſtructive of the thing. 

How oft by theſe at fixty are undone. 

The Virtues of a Saiut at twenty-one | 


| For Riches, can they give but to the Juſt, 175 
His own Contentment, or another's Truſt? i 
Judges and-Senates have been bought for gold, 

Ml "Been and Love were never to be fold. 


EPIS TLES. 
0 Fool! to think, God hates the worthy Mind, 


The Lover, and the Love, of Human kind; —_ — 


. Whoſe Life is healthful, and whoſe Conſtienis clear: 
Becauſe * wants a thouſand n. a year , 1 


He and Shame _ no Condition riſe; 

Act well your part, there all the Honour lies? 
Fortune in men has ſome ſmall diff rence made, 185 
One flaunts in Rags, one flutters in Brocade, 

The Cobler apron'd, and the Parſon gown'd, 

The Fryar hooded, and the Monarch crown'd. 

4 What differ more(you cry)than Crown and Cowl 2 


I'll tell you, friend; a Wiſe man and a Fool. 190 5 


You'll find, if once the Monarch acts the Monk, 
Or Cobler-like, the Parſon will be drunk, . 
Worth makes the Man, and want of it the Fellow; 
The reſt, is all but Leather or Prunella. 


Shock ofer with Titles, and hung round with string 45 


That thou may 'ſt be, by Kings, or Whores of Kings. 
Thuy boaſted Blood, a thouſand years or ſo; 
May from Lucretia to Lucretia flow; 

But by your Father's worth if yours you rate, 


* 


4 . A 


Count me thoſe only who were good and great. 205 


Go l if your ancient but ignoble blood 
Has crept thro' Scoundrels ever ſince the Flood, 


Go ! and pretend your Family is young; 


Not own yout Fathers have been fools ſo long. 210 


What can ennoble Sots, or Slaves, or Cowards ? 
Alas! not all the blood of all the HowanDs- 
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58 „„ E i 
Look next on Greatneſs, ſay where Greatnefs lies 
cc Where, but among the Heroes, and the Wiſe ?*”* 
Heroes are much the ſame, the points agreed, 21 . 
From Macedonta's Madmen to the Sueden: 
The whole ſtrange purpoſe of their lives, to find 
Or make an Enemy of all Mankind: © 
Not one looks backward, onward ftill he goes, 


| Yer neꝰ er looks forward, further than his noſe. 220 


No leſs alike the politick and wiſe, 

All ſſy flow things, with circumſpective eyes; 

Men in their looſe, unguarded hours they take, 
Nor that themſelves are wiſe, but Ae weak. 

But grant that theſe can conquer, theſe ean cheat, 225 


Tris phraſe abſurd to call a Villain great. 
Who wickedly is wiſe, or madly brave, 


Is but #he more a fool, the more a knave. 

Who noble ends by Doble means obtains, 

Or failing, ſmiles in Exile or in Chains. ©: 4 
Like good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed © 
Like Socrates, that Man i is great indeed. 


O 


War's Fame ? that fancy d Life in \ others Meth? | 


* A thing beyond us ev'n before our death. 
Juſt what you bear you have, and what's unknown 235 


The ſame (my Lord) if Tully's, or * own, 


1 All that «ve feel of it begins and ends 
In the ſmall cirele of our foes or friends; 


J To all beſide, as much an empty Shade. 
* An ee living, or a Caſar dead, 2240 


M 


1 


E P IST L E S. 59 


Alike, or r when or where, they ſhone or ſhine, 

Or on the Rubicon, or on the Rhine, L 
A Wit's a Feather, and a Chicf a Rod ; 
An honeſt man's the nobleſt Work of God : 
Fame but from death a Villain's name can fave, 24 
As Juſtice tears his body from the grave 
When what t' Oblivion better were reſi go. 8 
Is hung on high, to poiſon half mankind. 1 


All Fame is foreign, but of true Deſert, | 
Plays round the head, but comes not to the heart. 2 "Y 
One ſelf-approving Hour whole years out- weighs © iS 
Of ſtupid Starers, and of loud huzza's ; 

And more true joy Marcellus exib'd feels hh 
Than Cæſar with a Senate at his heels, SY 


In Parts ſuperior what advantage lies! | 255 
Tell (for Jou can) what is it to be wiſe 2 © 
*Tis but to know, how little can be known, 

To ſee all others faults, and feel our own; 
Condemmn'd in Buſineſs or in Arts to arudge 
Without a Second, or without a Judge - 260 
Truths would you teach, or ſave a ſinking Land?. 
All fear, none aid you, and few underſtand. _ 
Painful Preheminence ! yourſelf to view x 
Above Life's Weaknefs, and its Comforts too, 
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Brixe chen theſe Bleſſings to a ſtric̃t account, 26x 1 24 

Make fair deductions, ſee to what they moynt 5 

How much of other each is ſure to coſt? 1 J 
How each for other oft is wholly let? 8 


6 E65 IST ILE S. 
How inconſiſtent greater Goods with theſe ? 
How ſometimes Life is riſqu'd, and always Eaſe ? ? 279 
Think, and if ſtill the Thin gs thy envy call, 
Say, would' & thou be the Man to whom they fall! 5 
To ſigh for Ribbands if thou art ſo ſilly, Ne 
Mark how they grace Lord Umbra, or Sir Billy. 
Is yellow Dirt the paſſion of thy lite? 275 
Look but on Gripus, or on Gripus' wife. | 
If Parts allure thee, think how Bacon ſhin d, 
The wiſeſt, brighteſt, meaneſt of Mankind: 
Or raviſh d with the whiſtling of a Name, 9 
See Cromwell, damn'd to everlaſtiag Fame! 280 
It all, united, thy ambition call, 8 
From ancient Story learn to ſcorn them all. 

There, in the rich, the honour d, fam'd, and great, 
See the falſe Scale of Happineſs compleat ! „ 
In hearts of Kings or arms of Queens who lay, 285 
(How happy ) thoſe to ruin, theſe betray, 

Mark by what wretched Reps their Glory grows, . 
From dirt and ſea-weed as proud Venice roſe ; ; 

In each, how Guilt and Greatneſs equal ran, 

And all that rais'd the Hero ſunk the Man. 290 
Now Europe' s Lawrels on their brows behold, i; 
But ftain'd with Blood, or ill exchang'd for Gold ; 
| Then ſee them broke with Toils, or loſ in Eaſe, 

Or infamous for plunder'd Provinces. | 

Oh Wealth ill-fated ! which no Act of fame 295 
E'er taught to ſhine, or ſanctify d from ſhame 1 
What greater bliſs attends their cloſe of life? 
Some . Minion or imperious Wife, ; 


E P IST E E S. 
he trophyd Arches, ſtory'd Halls invade, + 
And haunt their ſlumbers in the pompous Shade. | 
Alas! not dazled with their Noontide ray, 300 
Compute the Morn and Evening to the Day: 25 


Fhe whole amount of that enormous Fame 
A Tale ! thay blends _ Glory with * Shame? 1 | 


| 1 then this Truth (enough for man to know ) 
Vm ru alone is happineſs below: 305 
The only point where human bliſs ſtands ſtill, 
And taſtes the good without the fall to ill; 
Where only, Merit conſtant pay N _ 
Is bleſs'd in what it takes, and what it gives: 
The joy unequal'd, if its end it gain, 310 
And if it loſe, attended with no pain: 1 FR 
Without ſatiety, tho' e'er ſo bleſs'd, 

And but more reliſh'd as the more diftreſs'd : 

The hroadeſt mirth unfeeling Folly wears, 1 
Leſs pleaſing far than Vittue's very Tears 315 
Good, from each object, from each place acquir q, 
For ever exercisd, yet never tir'd ; 


Never elated, while one man's appeal 
Never dejected, while another's bleſs d; 


And where no wants, no wiſhes can remain, 320 


Since but to wiſh more Virtue is to gain. 


SEE! the ſole Bliſs Heav'n could on all beſtow, 5 
Which who but feels, can taſte, but thinks, can an 5 
| Yer, poor with Fortune and with Learning blind, 

TE Bad muſt miſs, the Good n _ find, 325 1 

| _ Shave 4 


EPISTLES, 


Seve to no Sect, who takes no private 1 

But looks thro? Nature up to Nature s Gop, \ 
Purſues that Chain which links th* immenſe Deſign, 
Joyns Hear n, and Earth, and mortal, and divine; 
Sees, that no Being any Bliſs can — N 
But touches ſome above and ſome below; 25 
> Learns, from this Union of the riſing V hol * 
The firit, laſt Purpoſe of the human Soul; 


And knows, where Faith, Law, Morals all began, 
= And cor WANTS of Gop, and Loys o Man, 337 5 


Fon him — lg Hope leads how ok to . 
And opens ſtill, and opens, on his ſoul. | 


Till lengthen d on to Faith, and unconfin d. 


Ie pours the bliſs that fills up all the mind. | 


* He ſees, why Nature plants in Man alone 340 


Hope of known bliſs, and Faith in bli unknown ? 
| (Nature, whoſe dictates to no other Kind 

Are giv'n in vain, but what they ſeek they find) 
Wiſe is the Preſent ; ſhe connects in this 


His greateſt Yirtue with his greateſt Bliſs, ö © 


5 At once his own bright Proſpect to be bleſt, 
* And ſtrongeſt Motive to wk the reſt. . 


3 Sele Love thus puſh'd to Social, to Divice, : 
2 Loves thee to make thy Neighbour's bleſſing thine : 
Is this too little for the boundleſs heart?! 3 50 

Extend it, let thy Enemies have part: ” 


-v Graſp the whole Worlds, of Reaſon, Life, and Senſe, | 


3 Js one cloſe Syſtem of Beneyolence. | 


on. 


Hep | 


And height of Bliſs but height of CuantrY.” 


Another ſtill and ill another ſpread 77 YA 


Qh Maſter of ac Poer, and the Song ! 


Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame, 


Purſue the Triumph, and partake the Gale? 


21 E 


Happier, a5 Kinder! in whateꝰer degree, © 


7 
. a * 


as loves [Ore Whole to dan but humanSout 


Muſt riſe from Individual to the Whole. 
Self- love but ſerves the virtuous mind to wake, 


The Centre mov d, 2 Circle ſtrait hed © 36 = 3 4 


Friend, Parent, Neighbour, frſt it will embrace, +I 
His Country next, and next all Human-race, 2 
Wide, and more wide, th! O erflo wings of mina 
Take ev'ry Creature in, of ev'ry kind; 36s. 4 


Earth ſmiles around, with boundleſs bounty bleſt, 


And Hear n beholds i its _—_ in his Breaſt. =”. I 
Con E chers, 4 my Friend Pas Genie "BF along, 


And while the Muſe now ftoops, or now aſcends, . 
To Man's low Paſſions, or their glorious Wade — 
Teach me like thee, in various Nature wiſe, Er, : 2 
To fall with Dignity, with Temper riſe; _ ( 
Form'd by thy Converſe, happily to ſteer - 

From grave to gay, from lively to ſevere, - 75 
Correct with ſpirit, eloquent with caſe, - 

Intent to reaſon, or polite to pleaſe. 

O! while along the ſtream of Time; thy Nan: 


Say, ſhall my little Bark attendant fail, 


64 EPIST EES 
When Stateſmen, Heroes, Kings, in duſt repoſe, 
W hoſe Sons ſhall bluſh their Fathers were thy Fay | 
Shall then this Verſe to future age pretend 
Thou wert my Guide, Philoſopher, and Friend ? 385 
That urg'd by thee, I turn'd the tuneful art 
From Sounds to Things, from Fancy to the Heart; i 
For Wit's falſe Mirror help up Nature's Light; ; 
d erring Pride, } batever Ii, is Right ; a 
BP "That Reaſon, Paſſion, anſwer one great Aim; 303 
That true Self-love and Social are the ſame ; 
E. That Virtue only makes our Bliſs below ; 
. And * our Knowledge is, Omſelves to knew. 
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